THE   GERMANS                                   33!

France formally declared war on Great Britain.1 The next month saw a renewal
of the Franco-Prussian alliance; in May Frederick seized Frisia; and in
August invaded Bohemia, taking Prague on i6th September. The new turn of
events provoked a ministerial crisis in England. Carteret's colleagues in the
ministry were determined to get rid of him ; and very reluctantly George agreed
to his dismissal (November).

Everyone was insistent that the new ministry should be " put on a broad
bottom/' by which it was hoped that members of all parties might be induced
to rally to the service of their country; but Newcastle, whose brother Henry
Pelham was nominally head of the ministry, saw to it that his party connections-
predominated; and the main point in ministerial policy was not a relentless
prosecution of the war, but peace at the earliest moment. But peace was not so
easily to be had ; and 1745 was to be a black year for the British people. The
French court had already conceived the idea of weakening the British position
on the Continent by supporting a Jacobite rebellion in the island kingdom ;
and the moment for putting this plan into operation came when a British and
Hanoverian force under George's second son Cumberland was defeated in the
bloody.battle of Fontenoy (nth May). In July the gallant young prince whom
the Whigs preferred to know as " the Young Pretender/' and the Jacobites as-
" Charles III." landed at Moidart in Scotland; in the following month the
standard of revolt against the Hanoverians was raised at Glenfinnan; and
Jacobite agents were scouring the Highlands to enlist men in the rebel army.
A loyalist force under Cope was hurried into the disaffected districts; but
Charles Edward managed to elude it; and by the middle of September he was
in control of the city of Edinburgh. Cope moved his men back to Edinburgh
by sea from Aberdeen ; but he was surprised by the Jacobites at Prestonpans;
and his regulars crumpled up before the mad charge of Charles Edward's High-
landers (soth September).

The rebel victory had a great moral effect in Scotland, and the government
in London were constrained to send for Cumberland and his men to come to the
rescue. Charles Edward hurled his army into England by the west coast route,,
and by 4th December was at Derby, having given Cumberland the slip in the
neighbourhood of Newcastle-under-Lyme. Two days later the news reached
the capital, and Londoners experienced all the depression of that never-to-be-
forgotten " Black Friday," when consternation reigned everywhere and ther
servants of the royal household were busily packing their bags ready to flee
with their master to Hanover. But calm returned when it was learnt that
Charles Edward and his men were marching back to Scotland; and the govern-
ment at once laid plans for crushing the rebellion. Cumberland was placed in
command in Scotland; and on i6th April 1746 he overwhelmed the Jacobite

1 Fighting took place before a formal declaration of war was made.